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Recommendation to the decision makers 

1. Approve the Issues & Options Consultation Statement (at Appendix A) is published 
onto the South Kesteven District Council website. 
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https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Meeting%20agenda%20@southkesteven
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1
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1 The Background to the Report 

1.1 The Corporate Plan (2020-2023) has a vision to create the best district in which to live, work 
and visit. Priorities include having great places to go and shop at, visit, be entertained and 
to provide opportunities to help communities stay safe, healthy and active. It seeks to 
promote places for investment and improve the range and quality of local job opportunities. 
High quality housing is essential for all, and South Kesteven District Council is committed 
to working with partners to provide this.  
 

1.2 The Council needs to set out strategic policies to address these local priorities for 
development. Local Plans are a key component of the planning system. They shape how 
land use and places will change and develop in the future. Planning applications need to be 
in line with Local Plans otherwise they are unlikely to receive planning permission.  

 

1.3 The adopted Local Plan includes Policy M1: Review of the Local Plan. The policy states that 
the Council will commit to undertake an early review of the Local Plan with submission to 
the Secretary of State by the end of December 2023. 

 

1.4 Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) Regulations 2012 
requires that various bodies and stakeholders be notified that the Council is preparing a plan 
and invites them to comment on what the plan ought to contain.  

 

1.5 At the meeting of Tuesday 18 August 2020, Cabinet approved the publication of the 
Regulation 18 Issues & Options for public consultation. The Issues & Options consultation 
document sets out the scope of the Local Plan review and identifies policies which are 
intended for review. The Consultation Statement (Appendix A) details the consultation 
undertaken, and the comments received.   
 

1.6 The Issues and Options was published for public consultation on Monday 12 October 2020, 
with a closing date for representations of Monday 23 November 2020. An Interim 
Sustainability Appraisal report was also consulted upon at this time.  
 

1.7 Consultation took place with the public as well as a wide range of stakeholders including 
developers and landowners, statutory consultees, internal departments within the Council 
and Members. The Issues and Options consultation was not a statement of the Council’s 
proposed planning policies, more a statement of intention as to what planning policies may 
need to be reviewed or updated. The consultation asked a series of questions to help the 
Council determine the scope and content of the Local Plan review. 
 

1.8 To ensure that the Local Plan’s vision and objectives are specific to South Kesteven, it is 
important that the Local Plan accords with the Council’s Corporate Plan (2020-2023) and 
the Council’s priorities therein. It is considered that the Local Plan can help to meet the 
following priorities: 

 

- Growth and our economy – the adopted Local Plan provides polices and proposals to 
guide future growth and development up until 2036, giving greater certainty to 
developers, investors and communities.  The emerging Local plan is seeking to extend 
the plan period to 2041, paving the way for growth to meet South Kesteven’s identified 
needs over the next 20 years. The Local Plan will also identify key infrastructure 
requirements to meet planned growth. 

- Housing that meets the needs of all residents – Local Authorities are required to meet 
identified housing needs of its communities, including Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling 
Showpeople. The emerging Local Plan will be underpinned by housing needs evidence 



 

 
 

in the form of a Strategic Housing Market Assessment and the requirements of the 
National Planning Policy Framework, most notably the Standard Method for calculating 
housing need.  A Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople accommodation needs 
assessment will also be prepared to inform the emerging Local Plan. 

- Healthy and strong communities – the emerging Local Plan must accord with the 
National Planning Policy Framework which states that planning policies and decisions 
should aim to achieve healthy, inclusive and safe places. The adopted Local Plan 
includes policies on open space, sustainable travel and green infrastructure which the 
emerging Local Plan is seeking to retain. 

- Clean and sustainable environment – The emerging Local Plan will seek to protect and 
enhance the natural environment in accordance with the National Planning Policy 
Framework. This will include strengthening policies already contained within the adopted 
Local Plan, such as biodiversity net gain. 

 

2 Consultation and Feedback Received, Including Overview and Scrutiny 

2.1 The Issues and Options was approved for consultation by Cabinet and was subject to a 
period of public consultation from Monday 12 October to Monday 23 November 2020. The 
following measures were undertaken to publicise the consultation.  
- Direct contact with all stakeholders and local residents on the Planning Policy 

consultation database (over 1700 individuals and organisations) and; 
- Local press releases, and formal notices published in local newspaper and; 
- Publication on the Council’s website, including consultation documents for inspection. 

Due to Covid-19, hardcopies were also available on request. 
 

2.2 Arrangements were made for representations to be submitted electronically or posted using 
a response form which was available on the Council’s website. Representations by email 
and letter were accepted. As a result of the consultation, over 1600 responses were received 
from 124 respondents.  
 

2.3 The main summary document at Appendix A provides a fuller description of the responses 
received to each question raised in the consultation statement. The following headline a 
summary of the responses 
 
- Good level of support to the vision being broadly the same but updated with the plan 

period and housing growth level  
- Broad support to current objectives remaining the same 
- Strong agreement for the proposed plan period up to 2041, some representations 

suggested the plan period should be extended or shortened.  
- General agreement that the settlement hierarchy should be retained. 
- The proposal of a new community on garden village principles did not receive much 

support 
- Concerns were raised regarding updating evidence base and allocating land to meet 

identified and future need for Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople 
accommodation  

- General support to the proposal for housing need and requirement, but also comments 
to increase the Local Housing Need above national policy. 

- Support of the current focus of growth towards Grantham, other market towns, and larger 
villages. However, some responses suggested providing opportunities for development 
in smaller settlements   

- Strong support to proposals in relation to employment 



 

 
 

- Comments and concerns focused around addressing climate change and impacts 
arising from the Covid-19 pandemic  

- There was a mixed response regarding energy performance standards proposals 
- No awareness, and clarification on the need for Caravan accommodation was sought 
- The introduction of parking standards was generally supported 
 

2.4 Consultees had an opportunity to raise any other comments. Some of the issues raised 
related to site allocations for development, renewable energy, climate change, design, 
environment, infrastructure, housing, town centres, and recycling.  
 

2.5 In total, 16 responses regarding the Interim Sustainability Appraisal were made. 
 

2.6 Overall, representations provided support to the proposals in the Issues and Options 
consultation document.  The Issues and Options consultation proved to be successful in 
generating interest and gathering views to underpin the next steps of the review of the Local 
Plan. All comments are being considered in the development of the Local Plan.  
 

2.7 A statement summarising all the representations received on the Issues and Options 
consultation document is at Appendix A to this report. The consultation statement also 
includes full comments and officer responses to the comments raised.  
 

2.8 The review will now focus on the development of evidence to inform policy within the Local 
Plan.  
 

3 Available Options Considered 

3.1 The Local Plan is used to guide decisions on matters ranging from the location of housing, 
schools, parks and open spaces to the design requirements of new buildings. Policies in the 
Local Plan are used when decisions on planning applications are made. It is important to 
provide the public with an opportunity to suggest any issues they feel should be addressed, 
comment on which options they think are the most appropriate or tell us about any other 
options they have thought of. Such an approach can only be achieved through consultation 
which is why the ‘do noting’ option was discounted.  
 

4 Preferred Option 

4.1 To note the Issues & Options Consultation Statement (Appendix A). 
 

5 Reasons for the Recommendation 

5.1 The production of a consultation statement is required at each stage of plan production by 
the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. The 
consultation statement serves to demonstrate how the Council has engaged with local 
communities and stakeholders and informs the content of the Local Plan. 
 

6 Next Steps – Communication and Implementation of the Decision 

6.1 The Issues & Options Consultation Statement will be published onto the South Kesteven 
website.  The Council will consider the consultation comments received through the Issues 
& Options Consultation when preparing the Draft Local Plan. 
 



 

 
 

6.2 As set out in the Council’s Local Development Scheme (published in 2020), the Draft Local 
Plan is scheduled to be published for consultation at the end of 2022, in accordance with 
Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) Regulations 2012.  A 
timetable for plan production (Table 1) can be found in the Local Development Scheme.  
Table 1: Local Plan Key Milestones and Timescales (taken from the Local Development 
Scheme 2020) 
 

Key Milestones Regulation Timescale 

Commencement of 
document preparation 

 April 2020 

Consultation on the scope 
of the plan 

Regulation 18 September 2020 

Consultation on Draft Local 
Plan 

Regulation 18 September/October 2022 

Consultation on the pre-
submission Local Plan 

Regulation 19 April/May 2023 

Submission Regulation 22 December 2023 

Examination Regulation 24 January-December 2024 

Inspector’s Report Regulation 25 December 2024 

Adoption Regulation 26 January 2025 

 

6.3 Local Plan policies need to be justified and underpinned by robust evidence. Policy M1 of 
the adopted Local Plan details the requirements of the Local Plan Review and includes 
specific matters to be addressed including the new National Planning Policy Framework, 
housing needs, the future requirement for employment land, and the accommodation needs 
of the Gypsy and Traveller Community, including Travelling Showpeople. As such the 
Council is committed to instructing the following evidence: 
 
- Strategic Housing Market Assessment 
- Gypsy, Traveller & Travelling Showpeople Accommodation Needs Assessment 
- Employment Land Review 

  

6.4 Other evidence-based studies may be required to ensure that the Local Plan is justified, 
effective and consistent with national policy. 

 

7 Financial Implications  

7.1 The cost of undertaking the Local Plan, including the preparation of supporting evidence 
and the cost of examination by an independent inspector, is scheduled for adoption in early 
2024 is included within the budget.  The Local Plan Issues & Options Consultation 
Statement has been prepared in house. 

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Assistant Director of Finance  

 

 

 



 

 
 

8 Legal and Governance Implications  

Local Authorities are required by legislation to prepare a Local Plan to set the local planning 
framework for their area. There is a need to ensure the plan is up to date through a review 
of the Plan. Failure to have an up-to-date local plan in place limits the Council’s ability to 
influence the quantum, location and quality of development in its area. The Government has 
made clear that they expect Councils to have a Local Plan in place. 

Legal Implications reviewed by: Mandy Braithwaite, Legal Executive 

9 Equality and Safeguarding Implications  

9.1 The Council’s Community Engagement and Policy Development Officer has been consulted 
on the requirement for an Equality Impact Assessment.  The Consultation Statement at 
Appendix 1 details the results of a consultation and it is therefore considered that a 
Equalities Impact Assessment is not required as it does not introduce new policy.  It is 
important to note, however that the consultation has been undertaken in accordance with 
the Council’s Statement of Community Involvement. 
 

9.2 All comments received will be considered at the next stage of the Local Plan’s production. 
 

9.3 As the assessment of the impact on equalities is an iterative process, Equalities Impact 
Assessment will be undertaken at each stage of the Plan’s production. 

10 Risk and Mitigation 

The Local Development Scheme (LDS) includes the timetable for Local Plan production.  
The Local Plan Issues & Options Consultation was undertaken in accordance with the LDS.  
The next stage of plan production is Regulation 18: draft Local Plan which the Local Plan 
schedules to be published for consultation at the end of 2022.  If the timetable for the plan 
production slips due to resources and other time intensive projects, the Council may risk 
having an out-of-date plan, including the availability of land to meet development needs.  
The Local Plan is project managed to seek to ensure that timescales are adhered to. 

11 Community Safety Implications  

The Issues & Options Consultation was undertaken in line with the temporarily amended 
Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) Regulations 2012, which came into force in 
2020.  As such, the public were encouraged to view and respond to the consultation online; 
hard copies of the document were not made available at the Council Offices and libraries.   
However, to ensure accessibility, on request the Council supplied hard copies via post.   

12 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 

Council’s declaration of a climate emergency? 

12.1 The Issues and Options Consultation Statement recognises that the Council has declared 
a climate emergency and the views were sought through the consultation. Comments were 
made in respect of the climate change and the climate emergency. These responses will be 
taken into consideration as to how current adopted policies may be introduced or amended 
to enable the Council to respond to climate change. 
 

12.2 At each stage of plan production, the Local Plan is subject to a Sustainability Appraisal 
which appraises the social, environmental and economic effects of the Local Plan from the 
outset.  In doing so, it will help ensure that decisions are made that contribute to achieving 
sustainable development.  Climate change is a key criterion within the Sustainability 
Appraisal framework.  The first stage of the Sustainability Appraisal was undertaken 
alongside the Issues & Options document. 



 

 
 

 

13 Other Implications (where significant)  

13.1 None identified. 

14 Background Papers 

14.1 The report and appendices should be read in conjunction with the Issues & Options 
document which can be found here. 
 

14.2 Full Representations (Appendix 1 of the Consultation Statement) and a Summary of 
Representations and Officer responses (Appendix 2) can be viewed via the following 
agenda supplement: 

 http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=164&MId=4121&Ver=4 
 

15 Appendices 

15.1 Appendix A: Consultation Statement 
 

 
 

http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=15134
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=164&MId=4121&Ver=4

